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THE NEW TESTAMENT 

I N  O N E  Y E A R 

February : Matthew 24 - 

Mark 15 
Web: www.newcraigs.co.uk . Tel: 01592 204405     

At the Newcraigs on–line 
bookstore you will find a 
great selection of Christian 
books to help you grow in 
love and worship of God – 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Enjoy!  
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               THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

                   I N  O N E  Y E A R 
 
 

              Did you know there are 260 chapters in the         
           New Testament? Did you also know that 

there are 260 weekdays in a year? This seemed like 
an opportunity too good to miss, so here at 

Newcraigs we're reading the whole New 
Testament throughout 2014, from Matthew to 

Revelation.   
 

How you take part is up to you; you might read a 
chapter each morning before you start the day or 
go to work, or read together with your family 
around the dinner table. You might meet up with a 
few friends, once a week, to read and discuss that 
week's chapters, or catch up online during your 
lunch break.  
 
What really matters is that we're listening  
to God, as he speaks to us through his  
Word. We want this to be as flexible as it  
can be. We don't want to stress you out by giving 
you another thing you "have to do", or make you 
feel guilty if you miss a day, but we hope that you 
can carve out some time this year for READ260. 
The aim is simple; to listen to God, as we read his  
Word together, and let him transform us.  

We start February at the end of Matthew, in the 
days following Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem. 
These are familiar stories; the last supper, Jesus 
praying in Gethsemane, Peter’s denial and Jesus’ 
arrest and trial. As we read them, it can be easy 
not to take them in. Isn’t that the danger when the 
words just trip off the tongue?  
 

The most significant moments in human history 
barely register, because we’ve heard it all before.  
As we read about everything that Jesus suffered, 
let’s pray for fresh appreciation of what he went 
through to make our salvation possible.  
 

Another all too familiar part of Matthew’s Gospel 
is the mission that Jesus gives to his disciples. Let’s 
not forget that it’s our mission too. 
 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 
 

Mark’s Gospel 
 

Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels and 
probably the first to be written. It’s energetic and 
fast-paced; phrases like “at once” and 
“immediately” move Mark’s narrative swiftly 
along. The opening line of the book is direct and to 
the point; this is   “the good news about Jesus the 
Messiah, the Son of God”.  
 

Mark goes on to introduce us to the man who 
drives out evil spirits, heals the sick, forgives sin, 
teaches like no one has ever taught before, 
controls the forces of nature and raises the dead.  

 A striking feature of Mark, however, is that a third 
of the book is given over to just one week, as this 
same Jesus is arrested, tried and crucified. The 
book comes to a close as an angel announces that 
this is not the end of the story, “He has risen!”  
 

Although we can’t be completely sure about who 
wrote the book of Mark, it’s more than likely that 
it was John Mark, a companion of both Paul and 
Peter (Acts 12:25, 1 Peter 5:13). His mother’s 
home was used by the early Jerusalem church and 
he worked alongside the Apostles, so he was 
perfectly placed to record the events of Jesus’ 
earthly life.  

Helpful Resources 
 

This month we recommend ‘Let’s 
Study Mark’ by Sinclair B. 
Ferguson*. Also  a series called 
Good Book Guides, by The Good 
Book Company. They have a two 
part study guide on the book of 
Mark; part one’s called The 
Coming King (Mark 1-8)  
 

and the second is The  
Servant King (Mark 9-16).  
Both are written by Tim  
Chester.  
 

They’re designed for groups 
 and would be ideal for any  
of you who are doing  
READ260 with someone else, but they  
could easily be used for personal study too.    
 
*www.newcraigs.co.uk/online-bookstore 
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