
The Grace of Giving 

 

Answerbook 



Does God care about my money? 
 

God cares about your money because he cares about you. Money is 
a gift from God which we use to buy and sell and to bless other 
people. During our lifetime hundreds of thousands of pounds will go 
in and out of our bank accounts as we use it to buy food, clothes, 
furniture, cars and even houses. But when handled badly, Jesus said 
that our money can grow to control us so much that we live for it 
rather than for Him. This can cause much fear, stress and anxiety 
and draws us away from God.  
 
When handled well money is another opportunity to serve God and 
bless others bringing much joy to all. Because of the power of 
money, Jesus said ‘where your treasure is, there your heart is also…
You cannot serve God and money’ (Matt. 6:21-24). Your money and 
your heart will always be connected.  
 
In the New Testament we see Jesus’ responses to how different 
people used their money. As He cares about the hearts of people, 
He cares about how they use their money. Once He watched 
amazed as an old widowed woman put a couple of coins into the 
temple offering, because it was all  she had (Mark 12:38-44).  
 
Another time, he met a young rich man who wouldn’t part with his 
life savings even in exchange for the eternal life that was on offer 
and Jesus spoke of how hard it was for people who allowed their 
wealth to get in the way to follow Him (Luke 18:18-30). On a third 
occasion a corrupt tax collector caught Jesus’ attention, and He 
made a beeline for the man and invited Himself over for tea  (Luke 
19:1-9).    
 
Why would I want to give? 
 

To be like Jesus. We shouldn’t give to look good in front of others, or 
to make out that we’re better than others.  



Giving doesn’t earn God’s approval (Just read Matthew chapter 6) 
and so we shouldn’t do it because we feel pressured or guilty if we 
don’t. That’s not the point. Jesus opposed the two -faced religious 
leaders of  his day because they gave a lot of money away to look 
great in front of other people, but inside their hearts were wrong. 
He said they were like badly washed dishes – clean on the outside, 
but dirty on the inside  (Matt. 23:25&6). 
 
Wanting to give comes from understanding of what Jesus did for 
you at the Cross. Paul writes,  
 
‘For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by 
his poverty might become rich.’ (2 Corinthians 8:9).  
 
The One who had everything gave everything away for you. That is 
the gospel. The only true motive for giving is the incredible kindness 
of God. When we understand what he has done for us it changes 
our hearts and the way we think so much that we want to follow 
and be more like Jesus. Massive heart change leads to generous 
giving.   
 
How much should I give? 
 

The crunch question!  Wanting to give is one thing, actually giving is 
another. You can pray and pray about it, but at some point you will 
need to put your hand into your pocket  Paul had to remind the 
Corinthians to put their money where their mouth was and actually 
go through with it (2 Cor. 8:6-7, 10-11). It’s the same with us. We 
can get to the point where we’re fine with the thought of giving our 
money to the church, but then we realise that it’s actually going to 
cost us.  
 
The question is, how much?   
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The Bible repeatedly speaks of giving your ‘first-fruits’ to God. 
Proverbs 3:9 says ‘Honour the Lord with your wealth and with the 
firstfruits of all your produce’. In the Old Testament, the people of 
God had been saved out of life-long slavery, and in thanks to God 
they gave Him the best they had, their first-fruits (Exod. 23:19; Deut. 
26:10). What all of this means is that the first slice of your income 
went to God. How big a slice though?   
 
This is where tithing comes into play. The word tithe just means ‘a 
tenth part’. Giving a tenth of your wealth was a command given to 
the people of God in the Old Testament. We’ve seen that Christian 
giving goes far beyond this, however we feel the tithe is normally the 
best starting point for believers today. Tithing isn’t the finish line of 
giving; it’s the starting blocks. But clearly, most of us need help 
getting started ’ Unsure of what to give? The tithe can be a great 
place to start.  
 
Plan your giving. We should set aside our giving for God’s work when 
we receive our income, rather than giving whatever might be left at 
the end of the month. We recongnise that everything comes from 
God and is to be employed for His glory.  
 

Give regularly. It helps you not to miss your giving and it helps the 
church to budget.  
 
At home: Ministers’ support, evangelistic events, children's and youth 
work, resources, repairs to the building and renewals of equipment, visiting 
preachers, training, printing, stationery,  teaching materials and church 
office expenses.  
 
Elsewhere: support for missionaries and international workers, support for 
individuals and organisations in this country, support for those training for 
ministry and gifts to other mission organisations.  


