
ORIGINS SERIES - NOAH

It is important to note the order of verses 8 and 9 of chapter 6: ‘But Noah
found favour in the eyes of the LORD. 9This is the account of Noah. Noah was a
righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with
God.’

So Noah too, according to verse 8, was part of the problem in that he was
walking around the moral cess pit the world had become with everyone else.
But he found ‘favour’ in God’s eyes, or to be precise, ‘grace’ – underserved
kindness, a love which was not drawn out of God by the man, but poured out
by God to the man.

And the result of that grace was that Noah agreed with God about the evil of
his own sin, turned from it, and trusted God for grace. He is called righteous
and blameless. But blameless in the Old Testament doesn't always mean
sinless. A man is blameless if he does not persist in his blameworthy actions, if
he hates them and comes to God seeking mercy (cf. Job 1:1). Neither does
righteous mean sinless.

In the Old Testament, a righteous man is a sinner who turns from his sin, trusts
God, pursues obedience, and enjoys acceptance by grace. (See Psalm 32:1–2,
10–11.)

This is confirmed by Hebrews 11:7, "By faith Noah, being warned by God
concerning events as yet unseen, took heed and constructed an ark for the
saving of his household; by this he condemned the world and became an heir
of the righteousness which comes by faith."

The initiative, then always lies with God- extending the hand that feeds us,
even if all we do is bite it-that hand keeps on coming back. So the reason why
Noah was righteous was because God was gracious and not the other way
around.


