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THE NEW TESTAMENT
I N  O N E  Y E A R

April : Luke 21 -
John 18

Web: www.newcraigs.co.uk . Tel: 01592 204405

At the Newcraigs on–line
bookstore you will find a
great selection of Christian
books to help you grow in
love and worship of God –
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Enjoy!
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THE NEW TESTAMENT
I N  O N E  Y E A R

Did you know there are 260 chapters in the
New Testament? Did you also know that

there are 260 weekdays in a year? This seemed like
an opportunity too good to miss, so here at

Newcraigs we're reading the whole New
Testament throughout 2014, from Matthew to

Revelation.

How you take part is up to you; you might read a
chapter each morning before you start the day or
go to work, or read together with your family
around the dinner table. You might meet up with a
few friends, once a week, to read and discuss that
week's chapters, or catch up online during your
lunch break.

What really matters is that we're listening
to God, as he speaks to us through his
Word. We want this to be as flexible as it
can be. We don't want to stress you out by giving
you another thing you "have to do", or make you
feel guilty if you miss a day, but we hope that you
can carve out some time this year for READ260.
The aim is simple; to listen to God, as we read his
Word together, and let him transform us.

This month we come to the fourth Gospel, John.
Within seconds, you’ll notice that it has a
completely different feel to Matthew, Mark and
Luke. They’re known as the Synoptic Gospels and
share a lot of similar material, but, from the start,
John is unlike the others. With powerful allusions
to the book of Genesis, we’re introduced to the
creating “Word” who is with God and is God! Yet
this “Word” became flesh and lived among us. Into
our dark dying world, the Father sent his Son to
bring light and life!

As the Gospel unfolds Jesus reveals more about
himself through the theologically loaded phrase “I
am...” Previously used by God, when he spoke to
Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:14), this
phrase was tantamount to blasphemy, when heard
by Jewish ears. Fully aware of this, Jesus uses it
seven times throughout the Gospel to establish
that he is the Son of God.

As with all of the Gospels, John devotes a
significant amount of his book to the final days of
Jesus’ earthly life; almost half the Gospel narrates
the week leading up to his death and resurrection.
As the focus sharpens on Jesus, hanging from the
cross, we see what it really meant for God to give
his only Son.

John is very open about the purpose of his book,
“...these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name” (John
20:20-31).

Helpful Resources
Our hope for this year is not just that we read the
New Testament, but that we understand it and
allow it to change us. Just glancing superficially
over the pages is not enough, so we’d like to
suggest two books that might help us engage more
seriously with God’s word.

The first is called *Dig Deeper, by
Nigel Beynon and Andrew Sach. Each
chapter explains a different “tool”
for understanding the Bible; for
example, the structure tool, the
translation tool and the genre tool.
All of these help us to make sense of
the Bible, rather than just guessing at

what it means. It’s very accessible, and full of
practical examples.

The second book is *How to Read the Bible for All
Its Worth, by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart. It
doesn’t give us a list of “tools” for getting into the
Bible, but helps us to understand
the different types of literature
that we find there. As we’ll see in
a few months, Paul’s letter to the
Romans reads very differently to
the Gospels, or Acts. Different
again is John’s Revelation, the
Psalms, or Leviticus. Fee and
Stuart help us to interpret the
Bible on its own terms, according
to the particular genre of the passage we’re
reading. Working carefully through either of these
books will be time well spent.

*www.newcraigs.co.uk/online-bookstore
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